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Nilgln Tazunturk

NilgUn TUzunturk, 1954 yilinda Adana’da dogdu. ilkégretim ve kolej yil-
lart Adana'da gecti. istanbul Erenkdy Kiz Lisesi’'nde egitimini tamtnam-
ladl. 1970-74 istanbul Devlet GUzel Sanatlar Akademisi Adnan Coker,
Ozdemir Altan atdlyesinden mezun oldu. istanbul Tekel BasmudurlU-
gu’'ndeki goérevinden 200T'de emekli oldu. Yurtici ve yurtdisinda 6zel
koleksiyonlarda resimleri bulunmaktadir. Uluslararasi Plastik Sanatlar
Dernegi (UPSD) Uyesidir. Halen kendi atdlyesinde calismalarini surdur-
mektedir.

Nilgun Tuzunturk was born in Adana in 1954. She completed her pri-
mary and secondary education in Adana and later graduated from
Erenkdy Girls' High School in Istanbul. From 1970 to 1974, she studied
at the Istanbul State Academy of Fine Arts, graduating from the studi-
os of Adnan Coker and Ozdemir Altan. TuzUntUrk retired in 2001 from
her position at the Istanbul Directorate of Tekel. Her works are held in
private collections in Turkiye and abroad. She is a member of the In-
ternational Association of Art (UPSD) and continues her artistic practi-
ce in her own studio in istanbul.
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Kisisel Sergiler / Solo Exhibitions

1976 Belediye Sarayl Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1985 Irak Kultur Merkezi, Ankara

1986 Moda Deniz Kullibll Gultekin Elibol Sanat Galerisi, istanbul
1986 Eron Erhan Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1987 Taksim Belediye Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1989 Galeri Baraz, istanbul

1990 Gazeteciler Dernegi Basin Muzesi, istanbul

1992 Olusum Sanatevi, Ankara

1993 Saint Antuan Kilisesi (Yuhanna'dan Vahiy), istanbul

1994 Efes Selcuk Saint John Kilisesi, izmir

1995 Tribunal Galeri-Bar, istanbul

1996 La Fuite Galeri-Bar, istanbul

1998 Kadikdy Belediyesi Kultlr ve Sanat Merkezi, istanbul

2006 Yeminli Mali MUsavirler Sanat Platformu, istanbul

2008 Q-Jazz Bar, Les Ottomans Sanat Galerisi, istanbul
12.12.2012 Galatea Art Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

2018 “Dénemlerden Bir Secki”, rh+ Project Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

Karma Sergiler / Group Exhibitions

1980 D.Y.O. 14. Resim Yarismasi (Odul), izmir

1984 Zahide Ozar Sanat Vakfi Resim Yarismasi, istanbul

1984 inéni Vakfi Resim Yarismasi, Ankara

1986 2. Adalar Belediyesi Sanat Senligi, istanbul

1987 Tekel Geleneksel 1.TUrk TUtinU Resim Yarismasi Sergisi, A.K.M,, istanbul

1988 Tekel Geleneksel 2.Tlrk Bagciligi Resim Yarismasi Sergisi, A.K.M., istanbul

1989 Tekel Geleneksel 3.Turkiye'den Peyzajlar Resim Yarismasi Sergisi, Unkapani Tekel Genel Mudurlig, istanbul
1988 Burhan Uygur, Yusuf Katipoglu, Muzaffer Akyol, Nilgun TUzunturk, Nazmi Yilmaz Karma Sergisi, Ahmet Simsek
Anadolu Lisesi Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1990 Tekel Sanatcilari Karma Sergi, Unkapani Tekel Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1996 “Kediler”, Barometre Galeri-Bar, istanbul

1996 “Kopekler”, Barometre Galeri-Bar, istanbul

1996 “Kuslar”, Barometre Galeri-Bar, istanbul

1997 Bakirkdy Armoni Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1998 “Dostluga Davet”, Asmalimescit Ressamlari Karma Sergisi, istanbul

1998 “Asmalimescit Ressamlari”, Galatea Art Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

1998 Guizel istanbul Konulu Karma Sergi, istanbul Bliylksehir Belediyesi Gllhane Etkinlikleri, istanbul

2000 Antik Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

2003 - 2004 - 2005 - 2006 29 Ekim Gecidi, Galeri X — Tinel — GUlstn Erbil Galerisi, istanbul

2007 “Anadolu Kapilar”, Galeri Deyim Sanat Galerisi, LUtfl Kirdar, istanbul

2008 - 2009 - 2011 Yurt Dlnya Sanat Galerisi —18.19. 21. TUyap Sanat Fuari, istanbul

2009 “Bir Ruzgarin Arkeolojik Kazisi —1968'in 40. Yili", 68'liler Birligi Vakfi, UPSD ve Piramid Sanat, Ankara

2012 “Zaman Asimi (1978 istanbul Universitesi Beyazit)”, Karsi Sanat, Ada Sanat, Piramit Sanat, Rumeli Han, istanbul
2013 “Kirmizi Kapl1”, Datga Mugla

2014 UKKSA Datga Akademi Karma Sergisi, Datca

2015 Gezi Konulu Karma Sergi, Galatea Art Sanat Galerisi, istanbul

2017 Ellen Art Sanat Galerisi Karma Sergi, Nisantas! istanbul
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“Maria Magdalena - 2"

Nilgun Tuzunturk, elli yili asan sanat pratiginde dogadan insana, hayvanlardan mito-
lojik ve mistik anlatilara uzanan genis bir imge dunyasini resmin merkezine yerlestirir.
Sanatcinin hayal dunyasinda yeniden bicimlenen bu unsurlar, figuratif ekspresyonist
bir anlayisla tuvale aktarilir. TUzunturk icin resim, yalnizca sanatsal bir Gretim alani
degil; yasamla kurdugu iliskinin, duygularinin, deneyimlerinin ve inanclarinin gérunur
hale geldigi bir ifade bicimidir.

Sanatgl, resmin yasamdan ayri dusunulemeyecedine inanir. Ona gore sanat, hayatin
icinde var olarak, yasayarak ve deneyimleyerek ortaya ¢ikar. Resimmden heykele, tiyatro-
dan sinemaya, siirden operaya ve muzige kadar farkli sanat disiplinleri, bireysel anlati-
nin otesine gecerek topluma ulasma ve sesini duyurma arzusunu tasir. Sanat, izleyici-
siyle karsilastigi ve kolektif yasamin bir parcasina donustugu dlcude gercek anlamini
kazanir.

TUzUnturk'un sanatindaki donusumler, farkli donemlerde ele aldigi konular ve bi-
cimsel arayislar Uzerinden izlenebilir. 1984-1986 yillari arasinda doga ve insan odakli
figuratif calismalar Ureten sanatg, ilerleyen donemde kubik bir anlati diline yonelmis;
matador ve bogda figurlerinin dne ¢iktigr kompozisyonlarin yani sira toplumsal icerikli,
insan merkezli calismalar gergeklestirmistir. KUbizmin etkilerinin ardindan soyutla-
mMaya yonelen Tuzunturk'un Uretiminde 1990’11 yillarla birlikte inang, vahiy, gunah ve
kurtulus kavramlari belirginlesmeye baslamistir.

1990-1991 yillarinda incil'in Yuhanna bélimuundeki vahiylerden etkilenerek bu anlatilari
resmetmeye baslayan sanatgl, s6z konusu seriyi 1993 yilinda tamamlamis ve ¢alisma-
larini istanbul'daki Saint Antoine Kilisesi'nde sergilemistir. YUhanna'nin vahiyleriyle
baslayan bu dénem, zaman icerisinde sanat¢inin dretiminde énemli bir yere sahip
olacak Maria Magdalena figurune uzanmistir.

TUzANtUrk'an resimlerinde Maria Magdalena, isa Mesih ile karsilasmasinin ardindan
yasadigli donusum uzerinden ele alinir. GUnahkar bir ge¢gmisten tovbe ve arinmaya
uzanan bu anlati, sanatcinin inang dunyasiyla birleserek farkli kompozisyonlarda ye-
niden yorumlanir. GUnah, tovbe, bagdislanma ve kurtulus kavramlari Maria Magdalena
figuru aracihgiyla gérunudrluk kazanirken, sanatgi bu dinsel anlatiyl insanin kendi gec-
misiyle ve i¢ dunyasiyla kurdugu iliskiye dair daha genis bir sorgulama alanina tasir.

Maria Magdalena I, Nilgun Tuzunturk’'n uzun yillardir surddrdugu bu anlatinin de-
vami niteligindedir. Sanatci, Maria Magdalena Uzerine gerceklestirdigi calismalarin
ikinci serisini olusturan bu sergide, gecmisten bugune Uretiminin merkezinde yer
alan insani; inang, gunah, arinma, dénusum ve kurtulus kavramlari etrafinda yeniden
ele alir. Bdylece Maria Magdalena, yalnizca dinsel bir anlatinin figuru olmaktan ¢ikarak
insanin kendi gecmisi, inanclari ve i¢c dunyasiyla yuzlesmesinin simgesine donusur.
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“Maria Magdalena - 2"

Throughout a career spanning more than fifty years, Nilgln Tuzunturk has placed

a broad visual world—ranging from nature and the human figure to animals, myt-
hology, and mystical narratives—at the center of her painting practice. Reimagined
through the artist’s imagination, these elements are translated onto canvas through
a figurative expressionist approach. For TUzUnturk, painting is not merely a field of ar-
tistic production, but a means of expression through which her relationship with life,
emotions, experiences, and beliefs become visible.

The artist believes that painting cannot be separated from life. For her, art emerges
through existing within life, living, and experiencing it. From painting and sculpture
to theatre, cinema, poetry, opera, and music, different artistic disciplines carry the de-
sire to move beyond individual expression, reach society, and make one's voice heard.
Art acquires its true meaning when it encounters its audience and becomes part of
collective life.

The transformations in TUzUnturk’s artistic practice can be traced through the sub-
jects she has explored and the formal approaches she has pursued across different
periods. Between 1984 and 1986, she produced figurative works centered on nature
and the human figure. In the following years, she moved toward a Cubist visual langu-
age, creating compositions featuring matadors and bulls alongside socially engaged,
human-centered works. Following the influence of Cubism, Tuzunturk turned toward
abstraction, while themes of faith, revelation, sin, and salvation began to take a more
prominent place in her work during the 1990s.

In 1990-1991, inspired by the revelations in the Book of Revelation, the artist began
translating these narratives into painting. She completed the series in 1993 and ex-
hibited the works at Saint Antoine Church in Istanbul. This period, which began with
the visions of John, gradually led to the figure of Mary Magdalene, who would come
to occupy an important place in TUzunturk’s artistic practice.

In TUzUnturk's paintings, Mary Magdalene is approached through the transformation
she undergoes following her encounter with Jesus Christ. The narrative of a sinful past
followed by repentance and purification merges with the artist’s own world of faith
and is reinterpreted through different compositions. Through the figure of Mary Mag-
dalene, concepts such as sin, repentance, forgiveness, and salvation become visible,
while the artist expands this religious narrative into a broader exploration of the relati-
onship individuals establish with their own past and inner world.

Maria Magdalena Il continues a narrative that Nilgun Tuzunturk has explored for
many years. In this exhibition, which constitutes the second series of her works cen-
tered on Mary Magdalene, the artist once again turns to the human figure—a recur-
ring focus throughout her practice—through the concepts of faith, sin, purification,
transformation, and salvation. In doing so, Mary Magdalene moves beyond her role as
a figure within a religious narrative and becomes a symbol of confronting one’s own
past, beliefs, and inner world.
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Son Aksam Yemegi
The Last Supper
2012
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya ve Karisik Teknik
Oil and Mixed Media on Canvas

145 x 145 cm
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Tren Vagonunda Lord ve Maria Magdalena
Lord and Maria Magdalena in a Train Carriage
2008
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
80 x 100 cm

GeG
galagallery



Tren Vagonunda iki Kadin
Two Women in a Train Carriage
2009
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
80 x 100 cm

GeG
galagallery



Cennet
Heaven
2026
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 150 cm
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Maria Magdalena’nin Dugun Adagi
Maria Magdalena’'s Wedding Vow
2023
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 100 cm
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Maria Magdalena’nin Aski
Maria Magdalena’s Love
2014
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x120 cm
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Matador Bogasi ve Kadini
The Matador, His Bull and His Woman
2023
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 150 cm
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Rezervasyonsuz Sevgi
Love Without Reservations
2010
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 80 cm
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Sonsuzluga Gidis
Journey to Eternity
2022
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 80 cm
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Mesih isa’nin Portresi
Portrait of Jesus Christ
2003
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
45 x 30 cm
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Mekanda Kadin Cinayeti
Murder of a Woman at a Bar
2021
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
QOil on Canvas
80 x 100 cm
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Maria Magdalena’nin Kahve Saati
Maria Magdalena’s Coffee Time
2024
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
80 x 100 cm
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Benim Adim Rojowa
My Name Is Rojowa
2014
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
100 x 80 cm
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Yitirilen Cocuklarimiz
Our Lost Children

2017
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
70 x 50 cm
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incil'den Yuhanna Vahiy -
Tanri’'nin Firat Nehrine Dokulen Gazap Tasi
Revelation of John from the Bible -
The Bowl of God’'s Wrath Poured into the
Euphrates River
2005
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
50 x70 cm
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Karnaval
Carnival
2022
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
50 x50 cm
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10 Ekim 2015 Gar Katliami
10 October 2015 Ankara Train Station Massacre

2021
Tuval Uzerine Karisik Teknik
Mixed Media on Canvas
100 x 100 cm

GeG
galagallery



DUnyanin Sonu
The End of the World
2012
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
120 x 80 cm
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Hrant Dink’in Anisina Sevgi ve Saygiyla
In Memory of Hrant Dink,
with Love and Respect
2010
Tuval Uzerine Karisik Teknik
Mixed Media on Canvas

40 x40 cm
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Migration
2026
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
50 x40 cm
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Bahcede Uyku
Sleep in the Garden
20716
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
40 x50 cm
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Gecenin icinde
Into the Night
2026
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
35 x50 cm
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Havuzda Cicekli Kadinlar
Women with Flowers in the Pool
2025
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
70 x 50 cm
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Gezi Parki
2015
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
50 x70 cm
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Kedim Mi
Is It My Cat?
2023
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
70 x 50 cm
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MILGUM T, 2.6 ¥

NU
Nude
2026
Tuval Uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
35x25cm
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Dans
Dance
2026
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
40x 40 cm

GG
galagallery



Mekanda Yalniz Kadin
Woman Alone in a Bar
2026
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
30x20cm
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Karga
Crow
2026
Tuval uzerine Yagli Boya
Oil on Canvas
30x20cm
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Zeytinlik Daginda Mesih isa
Jesus Christ on the Mount of Olives
2012
Karisik Teknik
Mixed Media
74 X 41 cm
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Kedi Kadin
Cat Woman
2022
Kagit Uzerine Kalem
Pen on Paper
26 x 30 cm
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Anne ve Cocuk
Mother and Child

2023
t Uzerine Kalem

Pen on Paper

Kagl

38 x28cm
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Love
2023
Kagit Uzerine Kalem
Pen on Paper
17 x29 cm
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Isimsiz

Untitled

2023
Jgit Uzerine Kalem

Pen on Paper

Ka

30x21cm
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Isimsiz
Untitled
2023
Kagit Uzerine Kalem
Pen on Paper
30x21cm
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Deniz Sevdalisi Kadin
Woman in Love with the Sea
2023
Kagit Uzerine Kalem
Pen on Paper
30 x21cm
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GALA GALLERY

info@galagaleri.com
+90 541722 07 96
Firuzaga Mahallesi
Cukurcuma Caddesi No:36/A
Beyoglu / Istanbul



